
Fair Days Parade 2016 Fast Facts

5,400 
visitors came to our 

Community Resource 

Drop-In Center

53% were homeless

13,000 
meals 

for our hungry and 
homeless neighbors 

were prepared and served 
by more than 

200 volunteers

100 
elementary students 

are enrolled in 

Kidz Club 
our after school program 

for children 
living in poverty

60 
teen and young moms

and their children 
meet together with 

leaders and mentors...
they learn, have fun and are

Growing Together



take the next step
...is a grassroots, faith based, 501c3 organization whose mission is to offer friendship, help, and hope to our neighbors 
in need. The Next Step did not begin in 2005 with a great, sweeping vision to eliminate poverty or homelessness. 
Instead, we grew from, and continue to grow by, listening and responding to the needs of our neighbors.

We take seriously our responsibility to be good stewards of the resources entrusted to us. With only six part time staff, we work very 
hard to be effective and efficient in all we do so the majority of our resources will benefit the most vulnerable in our community 
though our...

programs
community resource 
drop-in center

Monday  •  Wednesday  •  Friday  •  10:00 am to 5:00 pm
We help with many immediate needs: food, blankets, telephone, and limited financial 
assistance for gas cards, bus passes, and emergency partial payment of rent or utilities. 
Guests can access our computer center, participate in life skills and job readiness classes, 
find longer term mentoring and counseling, or just hang out in a safe, comfortable and 
welcoming place.

In first four months of 2017 
60% of our 1,740 visitors were homeless.

42%  unsheltered
12%  car or trailer
   2%  couch surfing
   1%  temporary
   3%  in shelter
40%  safely housed

community meals
and life skills classes

Community Dinners •  Tuesday  •  6:00 pm  •  Life Skills Classes  •  7:00 pm
This year, volunteers will prepare and serve over 14,000 meals for our hungry and homeless neighbors. This includes our weekly community 
dinners, sack lunches for our Drop-In Center, dinners for teen moms and their children, and for Kidz Club young leaders.

Life Skills Classes following Community Dinners span a wide range from anger management to renter’s certification. Housing Hope partners 
with us to present several classes. 

kidz club 
after school program 
and young leaders

Tuesday •  Thursday  •  3:20 pm to 5:30 pm
A healthy snack and time to unwind from the school day, reading, help with homework, 
and learning new life skills... 

“Graduates” come back as middle school helpers and high school leaders. We walk 
alongside our kids from kindergarten through high school and it makes a difference.

In our nearest 
elementary school...

69%  live in poverty
70%  can’t read at grade level
80%  are behind in math   

family together
dinners

Quarterly •  Thursday  •  6:00 pm
Kidz Club families are welcomed to a meal prepared and served by volunteers with child care provided. Parents catch up on what their 
children have learned and learn new life skills themselves. We celebrate students’ achievements and provide timely and important 
information and assistance to families in need. 

growing together
teen & young moms

Third  Tuesday of every month  •  6:00 pm  •  Cascade Community Church Monroe
One of our teen moms asked our counselor if she would help start a teen moms group, saying, “When you’re pregnant, your family and all 
your friends abandon you...you’re all alone...”. Six years later, some of our original teen moms are now leaders and mentors.

cold weather 
shelter

November through March  •  every night the temperature falls below freezing

The Next Step partners with a group of concerned citizens, The Monroe Cold Weather Alliance, New Hope Fellowship Church, and the 
Snohomish County Medical Reserve Corps to open a cold weather shelter in Monroe. During the winter of 2016 - 17, for 228 person-nights 
our homeless neighbors found a warm, safe place to spend a freezing night.

next step and the community
volunteers We live in an incredibly generous community....  

In 2016, more than 300 volunteers gave us 16,000 hours of their time worth $483,000.

partners In 2016, more than 50 business, churches, and community organizations partnered with us through donations of cash and gifts in kind, 
volunteer time, facilities, and more.
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