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..face a cost of living higher than what most wages pay. "ALICE"
families —an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed — work hard and earn above the Federal Poverty Level
(FPL), but not enough to afford a basic household budget of housing,
child care, food, transportation, and health care.

ALICE households include women and men, young and old, urban,
suburban, and rural, and of all races and ethnicities, and they live in
right here in Snohomish County.

More than half of all jobs in the Pacific Northwest pay less than$20 per
hour, with most paying between $10 and $15 per hour ($15 per hour
full time = $30,000/year). These jobs — especially service jobs that pay
below $20 per hour and require only a high school education or less —
will grow far faster than higher-wage jobs over the next decade.

The cost of basic household expenses in the Pacific Northwest is more
than what most of the region’s jobs can support. The average annual
Household Survival Budget for a family of four (two adults with one
infant and one preschooler) is $52,152 in Washington — more than
twice the Federal Poverty Line of $23,550°¢.

..of all those receiving major government poverty alleviating
assistance such as SNAP (Food Stamps) and Earned Income Tax Credits
live in working families. These 146 million people - almost half of all
Americans, live in the struggling poor-but-working class .

Clearly, something is wrong...discover resources and learn more on
our website at www.ttns.org/poverty

== take the Offering Friendship, Help, and Hope to our neighbors in need.
202 South Sams Street -
 STEP 360 794-1022
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In Snohomish County, 78% of homeless families are headed by a single mother.
A typical homeless family is a single parent with two children. When we see how difficult
it is to provide for your family, we can understand how easy it is to become homeless.

A single mom with two kids,working full time at the minimum wage of $9.47 per hour
(Washington State's is the highest in the nation) will earn $1,647 per month - if she can
find full time employment. Many minimum wage jobs have irregular, less than full time
shift work schedules. To make ends meet, she will likely work more than one job.

Working full time at a minimum wage job, she will still fall below the Poverty Line.
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