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The Need 
 
In 2016, 5,000 visitors came into the Next Step 
Community Resource Drop-In Center -53% were 
homeless. 
Right now, we know more than... 120 homeless men, 
women, and children right here in Monroe. 
In Monroe, being homeless is not a crime - BUT - there is 
no place you can legally set up your tent. 
 

Tiny House Villages are Cost Effective 
Opportunity Village1 with its 30 tiny homes in Eugene was funded with about $100,000 in 
cash donations and an additional $115,000 in donated materials and labor. 

The cost of materials for each tiny house range from $2,000 to 2,500.  

Opportunity Village’s 2016 operating budget was around $30,000, including a part time 
village coordinator…about $5 per person per day to run the Village - residents pay or raise $1 
of that. Compare that to: 

• Motel Voucher   $     70 for one night 
• Snohomish County Jail $   118 per day 

Add Medical Monitoring $   270 
Add Psychiatric Care  $   565 

• Emergency Room2  $1,233 per visit 

Tiny House Villages Change Lives 
In its first two years, 85 people transitioned through Opportunity Village’s tiny house 
community; 55 went into permanent housing with half of those going on to jobs that allow 
them to pay market rate rents. 

A Tiny House Village 
Opportunity Village in Eugene includes 30 micro houses and “Conestoga Huts” on one acre 
leased from the city or Eugene at $1 per year.  

Key requirements for tent or tiny house village:  
• Access to public transportation (within 1/4 mile) 
• Access to public utilities (water, electric, wastewater) 
• Borders that can be controlled 
• Visual separation / barrier from community 
• At least one acre in size for 30 unit development 

Monroe has a Tent Encampment Ordinance (Chapter 18.75) which could be used as a model. 
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Villages 
 
Square One Villages - Eugene Oregon: http://www.squareonevillages.org/ 

Excellent resources and overview. 

Individual homes are supported by a common building that includes a community 
gathering space, restroom, shower, kitchen, and laundry facilities. 
 

Emerald Village grew out of Square One’s tiny house experience (see Square One website)  

Emerald Village will create 22 (slightly larger) tiny homes of 160 - 288 square feet; each 
complete with sleeping and living areas, a kitchenette, and a bathroom.  

Individual homes are supported by a common building that includes a community 
gathering space, kitchen, and laundry. Part of residents’ rent payments will accrue a 
financial share in the community, creating a modest asset that can be cashed out if and 
when they decide to move. 

 
Community Supported Shelters - Eugene, Oregon: http://communitysupportedshelters.org 

A bit more formal than “tent cities”, these projects, technically 
called “rest-stops,” are an initiative of the City of Eugene, 
Oregon to provide safe and legal places for individuals and 
couples to sleep at night. Any non-profit organization involved 
in providing basic shelter needs can submit proposals to the 
City to manage a ‘rest-stop.’  
 
Community Supported Shelters incorporates Conestoga Huts (constructed for $250 to 
$500) along with traditional tent platforms. 

 
Tent City Urbanism by Andrew Heben 

Andrew’s Master’s Thesis in Urban Planning built upon his experience of visiting and living 
in more than one dozen tent cities and tiny house villages around the country. 

Andrew is now a city planner in Eugene and works with Square One Villages  

Purchase in bulk at http://www.tentcityurbanism.com/ 
 
At Home on the Street by Jason Wasserman and Jeffrey Clair 

A deep dive into homelessness by two university professor ethnographers. A particularly 
revealing look at our current systems – shelters, care providers, etc. and why what we are 
doing isn’t working. 

 
$2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing in America by Kathryn Edin and Luke Shaefer 

A compelling look at how many in our country work so hard to survive in a virtually cash-
less existence. Will help you understand more about the deep poverty so many of our 
homeless neighbors face every day. 

1	http://www.squareonevillages.org/	
2	https://www.ucsf.edu/news/2013/02/13576/how-much-will-i-be-charged-emergency-room	

                                                


